
 

History at Boringdon Primary School (Y5) 

 
'A Boringdon historian will have an enquiring and questioning mind and a knowledge and understanding of how historical periods affected those that came after them through a real 

understanding of chronology. They will have a deep understanding of the key milestones and features of taught historical periods and how they have influenced us today.' 

Intent: 

History at Boringdon provides the children with opportunities to gain a coherent knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past, including the local area and the wider world. The knowledge gained and understood is built upon as the children 
progress through school through a carefully crafted enquiry curriculum, alongside the knowledge-rich Opening Worlds curriculum. This enables deeper learning and understanding of history. Throughout their time at Boringdon, the children will 
become curious about stories and events from the past, consider significant events and people in living memory and beyond, ask questions and develop perspective and judgements. History will help the children to understand the stories from 
different time periods, the complexity of people’s lives, process change, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of their time.  

How is History planned and taught at Boringdon Primary School? 

We have a carefully constructed curriculum at KS1 which has been constructed and developed by the school alongside experts in the Trust. The learning is sequenced with a clear progression of knowledge, concepts, skills and vocabulary which help 
the children to develop as young historians. The techniques used in the delivery of the KS1 curriculum supports the children’s transition into KS2. At KS2, we use the Opening Worlds Humanities Curriculum to deliver the National Curriculum for 
History. Opening Worlds is a knowledge-rich humanities programme for teaching History in Years 3 to 6. Where meaningful, there are cross-curricular links to other subjects for our units.  

We teach a coherent curriculum that is the progression model. Each area of study has an enquiry question (a synoptic task) that the children work towards answering using the components of knowledge that are taught during that unit. This taught 
knowledge allows the children to make connections and reach their own informed conclusions. There is a specific disciplinary focus for each synoptic task, but the children use various disciplinary concepts as they move through units. Through both 
shared stories and teaching, there is exploration and teaching of key vocabulary. This allows the children to gain understanding and put meaning to the vocabulary taught. Through these stories and the creativity within lessons, we ensure that our 
children are engaged and enthused learners. Each lesson builds on previous knowledge and we ensure that all children understand before learning continues. Our History curriculum covers a range of cultural, historical and ethical backgrounds and 
offers purposeful and meaningful experiences to apply, share and develop knowledge. Planning provides the opportunity to embed previous learning and develop links between lessons and key concepts. The Opening Worlds programme at KS2 has 
strong vertical sequencing within subjects (where children gain security in their use of rich and broad vocabulary through systematic introduction, sustained practice and deliberate revisiting) allowing for ‘overlaps of learning’ and carefully designed 
horizontal and diagonal connections across the Humanities subjects. 

We aim to ensure that our History curriculum prompts curiosity, critical thinking and allows learners to connect strands of learning across, not only our Humanities curriculum, but all aspects of the curriculum. 

Enrichment 
 
We recognise the importance of enrichment opportunities within our History curriculum and ensure this happens in a variety of ways, including: 

●​ Visits to local historical sites and museums 
●​ Workshops from visiting speakers 
●​ Displays and exhibitions for parents and carers  

 
How do we check that pupils have understood before we move on? 

●​ Answering retrieval questions to support recall and committing information to their long-term memories 
●​ Understanding and using prior knowledge, from current or previous year groups, alongside the unit, making connections and thinking about similarities, differences, and connections 
●​ Confidently debating and discussing choices made 
●​ Lesson observations and subject leader discussions with pupils 
●​ Regular pupil voice opportunities to allow the children to demonstrate their knowledge and also reflect on their own learning and progression 
●​ End of unit synoptic tasks 

Children will demonstrate their understanding and knowledge through independently applying all that they have learned to answer the main enquiry question (synoptic task). Assessments are made formatively and summatively with retrieval 
quizzes within lessons and synoptic tasks used as an end of unit assessment where the main enquiry question is answered. These synoptic tasks give the children scope to share a wide breadth of understanding in relation to the topic taught. 

We use an impact document to measure the effectiveness of our learning. This helps us improve our teaching and scaffolding of learning for the following year. Information is fed back to previous teachers if it was felt that the knowledge from that 
year was also not secure enough. The impact of the History curriculum is regularly reviewed in staff meetings and INSET days throughout the year. We have strong links with other schools, both primary and secondary, within Westcountry Schools 



Trust which ensure a continuous review of practice and provision as well as expert guidance from the Executive Director of History. 

Opening Worlds 

 

What is Opening Worlds? 

Opening Worlds is a knowledge-rich humanities programme for teaching history, geography and religion in Years 3 to 6. As a school, we are provided with curriculum resources together with training, support and ongoing programme-related 
professional development for our school teachers. 

The uniqueness and background of every child is recognised and valued. Because of this, our curriculum covers a range of cultural, historical and ethical backgrounds and offers purposeful and meaningful experiences to apply, share and develop 
this knowledge. 

Our diverse, culturally rich and wide-scoping curriculum is underpinned by the teaching of basic skills, knowledge, concepts and values in a rigorous and coherent way. Explicit links to story-telling and creativity are made to enthuse learners. Many 
enhancement and enrichment activities are used throughout the curriculum to engage children and create purposeful, high-leverage outcomes that give children the opportunity to use and apply their developing knowledge and skills. 

Our aim is to create an environment that prompts curiosity, critical thinking and allows learners to connect strands of learning across all aspects of the curriculum. 

What does this look like at Boringdon Primary School? 

The programme meets and substantially exceeds the demand of the National Curriculum for history and geography and is compatible with our locally agreed syllabus in RE. The programme is characterised by strong vertical sequencing within 
subjects (so that pupils gain security in a rich, broad vocabulary through systematic introduction, sustained practice and deliberate revisiting) and intricate horizontal and diagonal connections, thus creating a curriculum whose effects are far greater 
than the sum of its parts. 

 

Year 5 Islamic Civilisations 
Baghdad – the round city 

Anglo-Saxon Britain  
Vikings in Britain: Lady of 

the Mercians 
Norse culture  

Vikings in Britain: Changing 
rulers, changing worlds 

Local History Study 

Main enquiry Why were there so many restless 
minds in Cordoba and in 
Baghdad? 

How have historians learned 
about Anglo-Saxon Britain?  
 

Why did Vikings dominate large 
parts of Britain by 910?  
 

How were the Norse connected 
with other lands and peoples?  

How did the Vikings shape 
Britain?  
 

What can we learn about the 
lives of Bronze Age people from 
Whitehorse Hill on Dartmoor? 

Major disciplinary focus of 
end-of-unit synoptic task 
*Disciplinary content is threaded 
through all units 

causation evidential thinking causation  similarity and difference change/continuity evidential thinking 

NC coverage a non-European society that 
provides contrasts with British 
history – one study chosen from: 
early Islamic civilization, 
including a study of Baghdad c. 
AD 900; Mayan civilization c. AD 
900; Benin (West Africa) c. AD 
900-1300.  

Britain’s settlement by 
Anglo-Saxons and Scots  

the Viking and Anglo-Saxon 
struggle for the Kingdom of 
England to the time of Edward 
the Confessor  

the Viking and Anglo-Saxon 
struggle for the Kingdom of 
England to the time of Edward 
the Confessor  

the Viking and Anglo-Saxon 
struggle for the Kingdom of 
England to the time of Edward 
the Confessor  

a local history study 

Lesson titles 1.​ Perfect time for the perfect 
city 

2.​ Perfect place for the perfect 

1.​ Attacks by land and sea 
2.​ How did the migrations 

happen? 

1.​ Strange oars on the Trent: 
Merica falls 

2.​ Early Viking raids 

1.​ Freydis and her courage 
2.​ The saga of Erik the Red 
3.​ The great tree and the gods 

1.​ Jorvik in 910: three errands 
for Helga 

2.​ The warriors return to 

1.​ How did Prehistoric people 
live on Dartmoor? 

2.​ Why did the Bronze Age 



city 
3.​ Building for the perfect city 
4.​ City of books and learning: 

the House of Wisdom 
5.​ Learning about the world: 

astronomy, maths, 
geography 

6.​ Changing the world: science, 
technology and medicine 

3.​ Connected kingdoms 
4.​ Not Angles but angels! 
5.​ Mercia: a changing kingdom 
6.​ What was found at Sutton 

Hoo? 

3.​ Wessex alone 
4.​ Three surprises and a 

wedding: Mercia and 
Wessex unite 

5.​ Rebuilding Mercia 
6.​ Bolder and bolder 

4.​ The Norse travel on and on  
5.​ Beowulf, part one 
6.​ Beowolf, part two 

Jorvik 
3.​ Different stories, missing 

stories 
4.​ Aethelflaed presses north 
5.​ Athelstan’s England 
6.​ Vikings shaping Britain 

people build a cist at 
Whitehorse Hill? 

3.​ What can we learn about 
the lives of Bronze Age 
people from Whitehorse 
Hill on Dartmoor? 

Substantive knowledge ●​ Where, why and how it was 
built. What it looked like.  

●​ How we know about it 
through archaeology, 
artefacts and written 
sources.  

●​ Why it is so important to 
understand medieval Islam.  

●​ The House of Wisdom, books 
and paper, translation of the 
ancient texts from Greek  

●​ The contribution of Baghdad 
and Islamic scholars to 
learning: astronomy, 
mathematics and mapping 
the world; science, 
technology and medicine.  

●​ How Islamic scholars 
preserved the learning of the 
ancient world and moved it 
forwards, feeding into all the 
advances in European 
knowledge that came in the 
Renaissance.  

●​ Reasons for migration  
●​ Anglo-Saxon kingdoms  
●​ Christianity arrives in the 

British Isles (1) (Jutish rule in 
Kent: Ethelberht and Berta) 
including Augustine etc, up 
to Synod of Whitby 664).  

●​ Link back to Romans (Year 4 
Summer 1): the mission to 
the Angles (Pope Gregory: 
‘not Angles but angels’).  

●​ Early monasteries in British 
Isles; Bede. Offa and 
Cynethryth of Mercia  

●​ How archaeologists learn 
about Anglo-Saxons – art, 
everyday life, villages; Sutton 
Hoo  

●​ Lady of the Mercians  
●​ The first Viking raids and 

invasions  
●​ King Alfred of the Kingdom 

of Wessex  
●​ The ‘Great Heathen Army’  
●​ Alfred in Athelney, his victory 

over Guthrun, Guthrun’s 
Spring 1 baptism and the 
Danelaw  

●​ Scandinavian settlements in 
Britain.  

●​ Viking links to rest of world - 
Russia, Constantinople, 
Muslim trade. How Vikings 
changed as they settled and 
interacted with diverse 
cultures  

●​ Aethelflaed as a child. 
Women in Wessex and 
Mercia Aethelflaed & 
Aethelred take on the 
Vikings  

●​ Aethelflaed & Edward build 
burhs and press into the 
Danelaw. Raid on Bardney 
and Battle of Tettenhall.  

●​ Aethelflaed ruling in her own 
right from 911 as Lady of the 
Mercians.  

●​ Including sagas, art, poetry, 
folklore.  

●​ Norse gods, goddesses, 
stories and customs. Beowulf 
- depth.  

●​ What does Beowulf have in 
common with stories from 
contrasting world 
civilisations? (e.g. epics such 
as Gilgamesh and Iliad from 
Y3 history and Ramayana, Y3 
religion)  

●​ Changing Rulers, Changing 
Worlds  

●​ Case study of Jorvik in 910, 
told through fictional story 
of two Viking children. 
Consolidates stories from 
Norse culture and views 
expansion of Wessex/Mercia 
from perspective of Vikings.  

●​ Why we must tell differing 
stories (Vikings & Anglo 
Saxon; rulers and ordinary 
people; men, women and 
children); and reasons why 
some stories go missing 
(changing interpretations of 
the period).  

●​ Aethelflaed presses north 
into Tamworth, Derby and 
Leicester, her closeness to 
attacking York and uniting 
the country before her death 
in 918. Athelstan coronation 
and creation of England.  

●​ Vikings shaping Britain: i) 
government (focus on 
Canute); ii) Viking-British 
cultural fusions (the case of 
the hogsbacks – Cumbria 
and southern Scotland)  

●​  

Vocabulary Chapter 1 
al-Mansur, Baghdad, dirham, 
astrologers, descended, 
descendants  
 
Chapter 2 
Caspian Sea, establish, silk roads  
 
Chapter 3 
decree, engineers, revenue, 
dome, quilts, peter out  
 
Chapter 4 
scholar, House of Wisdom, 
madrasas, universities, 

Chapter 1 
Picts, Scots, pillaged, Saxons, 
Germanic, Jutes, Angles, North 
Sea, pleas, Anglo-Saxons, 
Anglo-Saxon 
 
Chapter 2 
battle-axe, throwing axe, 
Frankish, axe head, Britons, 
overcome, migrating, migrate  
Chapter 3 
 
chief, garnet, Sri Lanka, grave 
goods, conclude, amber, buckle, 
artefacts, high-born, nobleman, 

Chapter 1 
flanks, furrows, chasms, seeping, 
ploughshare, Norsemen, Vikings, 
wintered, launch, ingots, spindle, 
spindle whorl, daring, seat of 
royal power, crypt, abandon, 
Anglo-Saxon Chronicle 
 
Chapter 2 
according to, encounter, tremble, 
illuminated, pace, widespread, 
martyrdom, claiming 
 
Chapter 3 
campaigns, prowled, at bay, to 

Chapter 1 
lush, Vinland, encampment, 
locals, war-cry, imminent, 
foreigners, heavily pregnant, 
catapult, Norse, saga  
 
Chapter 2 
Norse culture, seafaring, fjords, 
fjord, Iceland, exile, exiled, 
mysterious, Greenland, Leif 
Erikson, pelts, Skraeling  
 
Chapter 3 
myths, Midgard, Asgard, mead 
hall, Valhalla, Odin, Valkyries, 

Chapter 1 
Jorvik, errands, woodturner, in 
tow, cellars, bellows, cobbler, awl  
 
Chapter 2 
pendants, kinsman, thronging, 
detour, wharves, vessel, sable, 
loom, chivvies, idly, outrage  
 
Chapter 3 
fragments, finds, upheaval  
 
Chapter 4 
taunt, stronghold, yielding, 
coordinating, assault, 

Chapter 1 
 
Chapter 2 
 
Chapter 3 
 
Chapter 4 
 
Chapter 5 
 
Chapter 6 
 



 

reconstruction 
 
Chapter 5 
numerals, evolved, calculate, 
observatories, astrolabe, predict, 
astrology  
 
Chapter 6 
minerals, antiseptic, influence, 
anatomy, arteries, nerves, 
surgery, medical, medicine, 
encyclopaedia, smallpox, 
qualifications, qualified, 
surgeons, surgical, compass, rays 
of light, lenses, optic  

noblewomen, high-status, 
glassware, settle their 
differences, compensation, 
status, ranks, widowed  
Chapter 4 
 
Augustine, overlord, Canterbury, 
monasteries, monks, scholarship, 
Bede, Hilda, missionary, 
missionaries, Columba, Easter, 
Synod of Whitby  
Chapter 5 
 
Cynethryth, authority, Charters, 
Offa, worn on, security, barrier, 
Offa’s Dyke, abbey, abbess, wore 
on  
Chapter 6 
 
trowel, unearthing, self-taught, 
earthen mounds, rivet, 
meandering, silverware, helmet, 
decomposed  
 

and fro, ferociously, in a good 
light, decisive, learned, depicts, 
re-enacting, threatening, 
warlord, occupied, sought 
 
Chapter 4 
ancestral residence, 
triumphantly, commotion, 
forage, ransacked, shires, 
ealdorman, grave, war-bands, 
hilt, font, triumphed  
 
Chapter 5 
shore up, fortify, rampage, wary, 
fortifications, burhs, fortified, 
prosperous, witan, wilderness, 
priory 
 
Chapter 6 
boulders, vividly, reputation  

Loki, trickster, inspired, Thor, 
amulet, giants, eddas, runes, 
Ragnarok, Yule 
 
Chapter 4 
pilot, course, hoisted, mast, 
Inland, manoeuvred, harbour, 
stern, upended, crew, portaging, 
portage 
 
Chapter 5 
good, spirits, construction, moor, 
Beowulf, plight, made ready, 
fists, bare hands, inevitable, 
clasping 
 
Chapter 6 
lurking, revenge, severed, 
scoured, distraught, fearsome, 
search party, forged, subjects, 
dragon, slew, fatal 
 

contemplated, disgruntled, laid 
to rest, Athelstan 
 
Chapter 5 
consecrated, churned, acclaim, 
anoint, consecration, realms, 
sceptre, circlets, reverently, 
coronation, tribute 
  
Chapter 6 
perpetual, consequence, pious, 
rebuke, courtiers, hogbacks, 
unique  
 


