[image: ]Dear Parents,
Your child now confidently knows all of Read Write Inc’s Set 1 Sounds and is independently blending and therefore your child has now changed Phonics groups and will be in a ‘Red ditty group’. In this Read Write Inc. group children will continue to consolidate their knowledge of Set 1 sounds and learn double letter sounds known as digraphs - ch, sh, th, ng, nk. They will also be working on ‘Red Ditty’ books. The Ditties are short, simple texts that contain 10-20 words made up of Set 1 sounds – ‘Green Words’ and some ‘Red Words’- common exception words that are not phonetically decodable. The purpose of the Ditties is for children to apply the skills of sound-blending and their knowledge of Set 1 speed sounds to enable them to read a continuous text. They will also be writing words related to these stories. Sometimes children might stay in the same group to help them consolidate their knowledge and develop their confidence before they are ready to move onto the next group.
Please note: Your child will bring home a ‘Book Bag book’ on Day 1 and a Black and White Ditty Book on Day 3. The colour ‘Book Bag Books’ will be taken out and changed on Day 1 and the Black and White ‘Book Bag Books’ will then come out on Day 3 and the children will receive a new one. Please make sure the books are in their bag every day.
We are so delighted with the amazing progress they have already made!
Kind regards,
The Foundation Team  



How to read the ‘Red Ditty Books’
Step 1- Consonants and vowels:
Your child should point to each sound and say it. They should say the letter sound and not the letter name. These are the sounds that are in the ditty so practising them will support them to read the ditty.
Step 2- Green words:
Your child should point to each word and read them by saying each sound (Fred talk) and blending the sounds together. For example, they would say c-a-t and then say cat. If your child is unfamiliar with the meaning of a word, please discuss the definition with them. 
Step 3– Red Words:
Your child should point to each word and read them. Children cannot sound out red words. They need to learn them by sight. The children are currently starting to learn to read red words. 
Step 4- Read the Ditty:
Your child should point at each word and read them, just as they did in step 2 and step 3. Children should segment and blend the words and blend the sounds together to read each one. Children cannot sound out red words. Please ask your child to read the ditty a few times to enable them to become confident with reading. 
Step 5- Questions to talk about:
Once your child has read the book there are questions to talk about at the back of the book. Read aloud the questions to your child and ask them to find the answer on the relevant pages. Do not ask your child to read the question. 
Step 6-Speedy Green Words:
Ask your child to read the words in and out of order clearly and quickly to develop their fluency.
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